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May 2017

June 1 –  
 Staff In-Service Day,  
 No School for Students  
June 5 – 
 School Board Meeting,  
 Work Session, IHS Aud., 7 p.m.    
June 9 –  
 Report Card Release
June 12 –  
 School Board Meeting, Regular  
 Session, IHS Aud., 7 p.m.
June 23 –  
 SV Kennywood Picnic Day

June Dates  
to Remember

 *More dates including concerts, art   
   shows and field days can be found on     
   our homepage at www.svsd.net For more photos, see page 3.

The start of something newThe start of something new
The Class of 2017, approximately 582 students, graduated on Friday, May 26. Congratulations to all SV graduates!

https://www.kennywood.com/seneca
http://www.svsd.net
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Seneca Valley Middle School (SVMS) is one of only 11 exemplary Middle Grades Schools in Pennsylvania to be named a  
2017 PA Don Eichhorn Schools: “Schools to Watch” (PA STW) as part of a recognition program developed by the National Forum  
to Accelerate Middle-Grades Reform and SVMS wanted to celebrate. 

And that they did. SVMS celebrated this outstanding recognition at the Schools to Watch - 2nd Redesignation Celebration on May 17. At the event, 
the eighth grade band, chorus and SVMS orchestra all performed various pieces including SV’s Alma Mater and the Star Spangled Banner. There 
were remarks from Mr. Robert Ceh, SVMS Principal; Dr. Tracy Vitale, SV Superintendent of Schools; Mr. Jim Nickel, SV School Board President;  
Mr. Bruce Vosburgh, director of PA STW Program; and SVMS student council members. At the end of the ceremony, a banner was unveiled and 
presented to the school. 

SVMS joined 34 other Pennsylvania middle-grades schools recognized over the history of the program during the Pennsylvania Association for 
Middle Level Education State Conference on Feb. 26. SVMS will also be recognized nationally with all the other STW schools from across the country 
in Washington DC at the National Forum’s National Schools to Watch conference June 22-24.

Something to celebrate
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The start of something new continued

More SV grad news! 
Over 100 students were recognized at the Academic Awards Night on May 8. To see a list of awards, click here.

More SV grad news! 
Over 100 students were recognized at the Academic Awards Night on May 8. To see a list of awards, click here.

Photo credit: Bill Paterson

Of special note:
Urvi Gupta – Valedictorian (pictured)
Danielle K. Matz - Salutatorian
Isabella Seman - Speaker At-Large

Senior Class Officers: 
Zane C. Latess - President
Joseph A. Demeis - Vice President
Matthew L. Gagnon - Secretary
Marshall D. Price - Treasurer

http://www.svsd.net/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=17321&dataid=41535&FileName=SENECA%20VALLEY%20SCHOLARSHIP%20AWARD%20WINNERS%202017.pdf
http://www.svsd.net/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=17321&dataid=41535&FileName=SENECA%20VALLEY%20SCHOLARSHIP%20AWARD%20WINNERS%202017.pdf
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SV Prom

For a link to the gallery of images from prom or to purchase prints, click here. Photo credits: Frank Kendralla, Kendrall Photography and EDI Images

April 30, 2017 at Discovery Christian Church  
in Cranberry Township

A Night  
 to Remember

To see more from the event, watch Discovery’s 
“A Night to Remember- 2017” video here.

‘The Roaring 2017s’
April 29, 2017 at Stage AE in Pittsburgh

Congratulations to Sydney Huber and Kyle Cindrich,  
Seneca Valley’s 2017 Prom Queen and King!

https://fmkjr.smugmug.com/Portraits/Seneca-Valley-Prom-2017
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RfQZpm7H2GA


The Seneca Valley Biology Club won first, second, fourth and 
fifth place in the Butler County Envirothon Competition on  
May 2.   

The first place team attended the state level competition at the 
University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown (UPJ) on May 23. 

First place team members include Helena Matusiak, Nora  
Gavaghan, Maya Albanowski, Gabi Blew and Hannah McCann.  

The second place team members include Brady Moze, David 
Kristobak, Maggie Rasp, Jill Dressler and Hollen Davinsizer.  

Four teams from Seneca Valley attended the competition. SV 
Biology Club members have qualified for State Level Envirothon 
Competitions for the past 30 years.

The Biology Club prepares students to compete in two  
environmental team competitions throughout the school year. 
Topics include identification of animals and plants, aquatic  
ecology, forestry, soils and land use, current environmental  
issues and wildlife management.

SV Envirothon members dominate domain
Rowan Elementary second grade 
students involved in a local 
Brownie Troop participated in 
a service project at Rowan last 
month. During their time there, the 
girls planted flowers around the 
school sign along Rowan Road.

One seed at a time

Seneca Valley Biology Club first place winners 
(front row L-R) Helena Matusiak, Nora Gavaghan, 
Maya Albanowski, Gabi Blew and Hannah McCann.

Seneca Valley Biology Club second place winners 
(L-R) Brady Moze, David Kristobak, Maggie Rasp, 
Jill Dressler and Hollen Davinsizer.

Three fifth graders were recognized as 2017 Earth Day poster contest winners, sponsored by Callery, 
LLC (formerly BASF Corporation) on April 20 at Evans City Middle School (ECMS).  

Paityn Armstrong won first place, Kylie Staudt won second place, and Isabella Castro was the third 
place winner. 

All fifth grade students received a free T-shirt with the first place winner’s design that they wore on April 21. 

This year’s contest was based on the theme “Healthy Soils Are Full of Life!” and posters were judged 
on neatness, legibility, creativity, bright/bold colors, and the ability to be reproduced.

All 250 ECMS fifth grade students participated in the contest and had their posters on display during 
Evans City Middle School’s annual Art Show/Open House on April 27.

Pictured (L-R): Isabella Castro (third place winner), 
Kylie Staudt (second place winner), and Paityn 
Armstrong (first place winner).

Haine Middle School students once again partnered with Cranberry Township in a project to remind people about the effects of storm water 
runoff pollution.

Fifth and sixth grade gifted students stenciled messages in front of approximately 100 storm water inlets in Cranberry’s BelleVue Park and 
Creekwood Commons on May 15.

These imaginative stencil messages are created by students to help notify residents that local storm water basins drain directly into streams, 
and any toxic material that goes into them can kill fish and other wildlife.

Caution! Kids at work

Every day is Earth Day

SV goes green



Haine Middle School (HMS) sixth graders made 
national news on May 2! Last September, these 
same students participated in a live-distance 
program, “Action to Honor,” an educational 
video conference that was broadcast live from 
The Flight 93 National Memorial. Students were 
so moved by what they learned, they decided 
to take action themselves. Over the past seven 
months, they began planning a trip to see the 
memorial, worked on fundraising, read the  
biographies of the 40 passengers aboard Flight 
93, and selected one passenger to honor in a 
tribute letter. Students made their long-awaited 
trip on May 1. During their time there, they were 
able to leave their letters in the niches at the  
Memorial along with small American flags in 
honor of the passengers. In addition, students 
were proud to present the park rangers with a 
$1,003 check raised to assist with the future  
construction of the Tower of Voices and the  
on-going reforestation of the crash site.
 
To read more, click here.

Taking acTion
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https://play.google.com/store?utm_source=na_Med&utm_medium=hasem&utm_content=Jan3017&utm_campaign=Evergreen&pcampaignid=MKT-DR-na-us-1000189-Med-hasem-py-Evergreen-Jan3017-Text_Search_BKWS%7cPHR%7cONSEM_kwid_43700019962480726&gclid=CImAi6e6tNMCFQLt6QodBdMFgA&gclsrc=ds&dclid=CJ6mkqe6tNMCFcsENwod7ZUFTg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eMO87xuw3cs&feature=youtu.be
http://www.tribdem.com/news/butler-county-students-raise-funds-for-flight/article_87733198-2ee7-11e7-a3ed-afdf40656ed1.html
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Roy Tilton, a sixth grade student 
at Evans City Middle School (left), 
and Rachel Spear, a seventh grade 
student at Seneca Valley Middle 
School, were among the top 23 
students out of 1,000 participants 
from the local level to compete at 
the “You Be The Chemist” State 
Challenge at Penn State  
University April 28-30. The “You 
Be The Chemist” State Challenge 
is an interactive question-and-
answer academic competition 
created by the Chemical  
Educational Foundation (CEF). 

 The Challenge aims to engage 
grade 5-8 students in science 
through a dynamic event that 
tests their knowledge of chemistry 
concepts and their real-world  
applications, important  
discoveries, and chemical  
safety awareness. Additionally, 
Challenge competitions work to 
partner members of the chemical 
industry and its affiliated  
organizations with schools in the 
communities in which they  
operate.

SV students among  
top 23 at ‘You Be the 
Chemist’ Challenge

Rowan Elementary third grade student’s  
curiosities were recently piqued.

Two guest speakers presented a “Curiosity Lab” 
science program on DNA to students in Rebecca 
Hester’s class on April 28. 

The lead presenter, Jeffery Kovacs, works for  
MilliporeSigma which is a leader in the Life  
Science research industry. He calls on research 
labs at the University of Pittsburgh and Penn State 
University. His PhD is from Duquesne University in 
the Department of Immunology. 

Also assisting in the lab was Seneca Valley 2014 
graduate Alexis Hester who just finished her third 
year at Northeastern University. She recently 
completed a six month co-op at MIT on Genetic 
Sequencing and will be working with a bio-tech 
company named Orig3n from July to December.

“The students were exceptionally excited and 
engaged during the lesson and marveled when 
they saw their own DNA floating in the test tube,” 
exclaimed Ms. Hester. “At the conclusion of the 
presentation, each student was given a Curiosity 
Lab book with additional experiments to do at home. They expressed their eagerness to continue their 
learning independently. I could not have been more thrilled with this program and hope to continue my 
relationship with Curiosity Labs in the future.”

Curious kids

Seneca Valley Academy of Choice (SVAOC) programming students in Ken Macek’s class visited 
CVE’s SMALLab on May 11 to begin a collaboration with fourth grade students who were learning 
through innovation.

Gaming collaboration

July 17-20 from 8 a.m.- 4 p.m. at ECMS.
At Camp Invention, students are presented with fun, hands-on challenges that encourage creative problem solving, 
teamwork, entrepreneurship, and innovation. This all-new STEM related curriculum allows your children to:
    •    Create their own personal, ultimate Spy Gadget Alarm Box.
    •    Launch water rockets, build Bubble Blasters and engineer giant castles.
    •    Explore a distant new exoplanet and design inventions to create the next Earth. 
    •    Design duct tape products and pitch them to mock inventors.

Take a look at CAMP INVENTION in action. 
Register your rising student grades 1-6 at www.campinvention.org
 • Cost: $225
 • Location: Evans City Middle School, 345 West Main Street, Evans City, PA 16033
 • Camp is directed by Sara Kamarchik 
 • Two Siblings Discount, $25 off each child using code SIBLING, offer good all season.

For more INFORMATION, visit:  www.campinvention.org.

Transform your summer from ordinary to extraordinary with Camp Invention

https://www.youtube.com/user/CampInvention
http://www.campinvention.org
mailto:Kamarchiksb%40svsd.net?subject=Camp%20Invention
http://www.campinvention.org


Seneca Valley Women’s Engineering Exploration Team (S.W.E.E.T) was back at it again, only this 
time on their own turf.

S.W.E.E.T hosted their first Maker Faire on May 6 and it was a great success.

“Our goal was to reach out to the community and provide an opportunity to explore and experience 
engineering and makership in a hands-on way,” said Justine Szurley, S.W.E.E.T President.

This family-friendly event, modeled off of the Pittsburgh Maker Faire, included businesses,  
entrepreneurs and schools that displayed their creative and resourceful inventions. It also  
celebrated the Maker movement happening in the Seneca Valley School District.

One ingenious creation on display at the faire included Haine Elementary third grade student Alli 
Bearer’s “Flower Power” project (pictured below left). Using coding and technology, she was able  
to create a stuffed animal flower that played music.  

“The project was all her idea. I just showed her the methods to achieve what she wanted to do,” 
stated Jeff Bearer, Alli’s father.  She did nearly all of the sewing, all of the soldering, and we worked 
together on the programming. She had a great time at the Maker Faire and was pretty excited (and 
nervous) that she was the only non-high school exhibitor there!”

SWEET stuff

Jackson Township Police Officers Chris McGee and Jason Young partnered with science and mathematics teachers in the Seneca Valley 
Middle School to conduct speed demonstrations on May 15. This was a hands-on illustration of how officers use math and science  
equations when writing speed violations.

SV outside the classroom
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Over 170 community members, 
parents and Seneca Valley 
students experienced history  
firsthand.

Aron Bell, a member of a  
Jewish resistance force that 
saved more than 1,000 Jews 
during World War II and who 
was also featured in the 2008 
film “Defiance,” spoke to SV 
students at Cranberry Public 
Library on April 24 and again on 
April 25 at Haine Middle School.

History roundtable

The second Honor Flight of Pittsburgh had Vietnam and Korean War Veterans travel to Washington, D.C. to visit and tour the monuments as a 
tribute of their service to our country on April 29.

Upon their return, Seneca Valley students, friends and parents surprised the Vets with a patriotic greeting at the UPMC Lemieux Sports Complex in 
Cranberry Township.

SV welcomes Honor Flight

First Sgt. Ron Cepek and Sgt. Bob Kunkle spoke 
to Mr. Jim Lucot’s Honors U.S. History students 
about their experiences in Vietnam on May 4.

First Sgt. Ron Cepek, First Cavalry Division of 
the U.S Army, served three tours in Vietnam and 
received three Bronze Stars.  

Sgt. Bob Kunkle, U.S Marine Corps, is a fellow 
Vietnam Veteran of Sgt. Cepek’s.

Vietnam Veterans speak at SV
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Rowan Elementary fourth grade student to take part in NYLF
Sydney Brower, a fourth grade student at Rowan Elementary, along with outstanding elementary school students from across 
the nation will take part in a unique academic development experience, the National Youth Leadership Forum (NYLF): Pathways 
to STEM, this July in West Chester, PA.

Held on campuses across the country, the forum inspires students in grades 3 – 5 to explore life as an engineer, a doctor, or a 
detective. “This is a great opportunity for high-achieving scholars to get outside the classroom and see, through hands-on  
interactive learning, how to innovate and think creatively,” said Andrew Potter, the Chief Academic Officer for NYLF Pathways 
to STEM. “These students, who have already proven themselves academically, are challenged to work on real-world, student-created projects to 
bring their studies to life.”

Miss Brower will study engineering, medicine, and forensic science in a journey that introduces her to potential college and career paths.  
Simulation and role-playing exercises also introduce her to teambuilding, problem-solving, presentation skills and goal-setting, all of which are  
essential for success in the 21st century.

“Scholars will scrub in as doctors, build robots and investigate classic ‘whodunit’ crimes,” Potter said. “Each experience is designed to tap into a 
student’s natural curiosity. For many, this is the beginning of a lifelong passion for a special area of interest.”

NYLF Pathways to STEM is part of the Envision family of programs (www.envisionexperience.com), which enable students of all ages to explore 
their interests and experience learning beyond the classroom. Since 1985, Envision programs have served more than 800,000 students in more 
than 145 countries, with programs designed to help students develop the leadership, scholarship and career skills needed to succeed in today’s 
competitive college and career landscape.

Artistic reflection
Two Rowan Elementary School students, Ella Boyle, third grade (left), and Katherine Broecker, second grade, 
were named State Level winners from Rowan PTA Reflections Art Contest.  

PTA Reflections is a nationally acclaimed student recognition program to encourage artistic creativity in the 
classroom and at home.  

Annually, thousands of students will reflect on a common theme and create original works of art in the  
categories of dance choreography, film production, literature, music composition, photography and visual arts.

SV sophomore to attend National Security Language Initiative for Youth Summer Program
Seneca Valley sophomore Ben Hess was recently accepted to attend the National Security Language 
Initiative for Youth (NSLI-Y) Summer Program run by the U.S. Department of State. This elite program 
provides high school students, through scholarship, the ability to develop linguistic skills and a relative 
cultural understanding in an effort to advance an international dialogue in our global economy. Mr. Hess 
will be studying at Northwest University’s School of International Cultural Exchange in Xi’an, China, from 
June 27 – Aug. 12. During this time, he will work on his proficiency in the Mandarin Chinese language 
and enjoy being immersed in the Chinese culture.
Pictured right: Dr. Tracy Vitale, Seneca Valley Superintendent of Schools, recognizes Seneca Valley sophomore Ben Hess on his acceptance to attend 
the National Security Language Initiative for Youth Summer Program at the School Board Meeting on May 1.

SV sophomore to attend National Security Language Initiative for Youth Summer Program
Seneca Valley sophomore Ben Hess was recently accepted to attend the National Security Language 
Initiative for Youth (NSLI-Y) Summer Program run by the U.S. Department of State. This elite program 
provides high school students, through scholarship, the ability to develop linguistic skills and a relative 
cultural understanding in an effort to advance an international dialogue in our global economy. Mr. Hess 
will be studying at Northwest University’s School of International Cultural Exchange in Xi’an, China, from 
June 27 – Aug. 12. During this time, he will work on his proficiency in the Mandarin Chinese language 
and enjoy being immersed in the Chinese culture.

Top chemist
Mark Kunkel, a Seneca Valley junior, was recently named one of the top 13 chemistry students in the Pittsburgh region.

Mr. Kunkel was selected by Seneca Valley Advanced Placement Chemistry Teacher Kelly Weston to represent Seneca Valley 
Senior High School for the regional competition hosted by the local chapter of the American Chemical Society (ACS). After  
earning a top 13 spot, Mr. Kunkel then moved on to the 49th Annual United States National Chemistry Olympiad (USNCO)  
competition, which was held at Duquesne University and required each regional winner to participate in a four-hour exam. Even 
though he didn’t place at the national level, Ms. Weston said Mr. Kunkel “did a great job representing Seneca Valley.”

Both Mr. Kunkel and Ms. Weston were recognized for their efforts during an awards dinner on May 15 at Duquesne University.

The American Chemical Society serves more than 157,000 members globally, providing educational and career development 
programs, products, and services. As the largest scientific society in the world, they are a leading and authoritative source of scientific information.

SV Stand Outs

http://www.envisionexperience.com
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Sophomore receives full scholarship to PFEW
Victoria Beck, a sophomore at Seneca Valley Intermediate High School, has been granted a full scholarship to attend  
Pennsylvania Free Enterprise Week (PFEW) 2017 on the campuses of Lycoming College and Pennsylvania College of  
Technology, both located in Williamsport, PA. 

PFEW is a weeklong economic education program that offers students an inside look at the private enterprise system and 
the way the free market functions. Miss Beck will attend week one of the five, one-week sessions offered this summer on the 
campus of Lycoming College.  

Pennsylvania teachers and counselors recommend candidates who are reviewed by the PFEW staff.  Admission is based on motivation to learn 
that is demonstrated through essays submitted by the applicants.  Those accepted are awarded scholarships, which cover all program costs.  

During the week, students will form companies that compete against other student companies for the equivalent of three years using a college  
level simulation.  Business volunteers serve as company advisors who mentor the students as they face many of the same decisions real  
executives confront every day.  The companies compete against each other in the areas of management skill, return on net assets, a marketing and 
advertising campaign, and a presentation to stockholders.  Company advisors suggest available options and share their own experiences and  
challenges. Throughout the simulation, scholarship winners will learn the value of teamwork, communication, cooperation, and leadership.

In addition, dozens of world-class speakers will present seminars and discuss topics such as the relationships of business with labor, government, 
and consumers.  The students will also hear about business ethics, management and leadership skills, the economic system future, the global 
marketplace, money and banking, business operations, careers in business, marketable skills, and much more.

Totally funded, taught, and staffed by the Pennsylvania business community, PFEW is supported by eight manufacturer’s associations, more than 
100 chamber of commerce, and more than 800 companies.  Now in its thirty-ninth year of operation, PFEW’s governing body is the Foundation for 
Free Enterprise Education, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.  For more information, please contact the Foundation at (814) 833-9576 or visit  
www.pfew.org.

On pointe
Seneca Valley Junior Emily McGoey will be spending her senior year with the Professional Division of the Texas 
Ballet Theater. Miss McGoey, through audition, was invited to participate in this exciting opportunity where she 
will be gaining valuable experience as a performing theater member. She will continue her studies through the 
Seneca Valley Academy of Choice Cyber Program.

According to the Texas Ballet Theater School Professional Division, the program prepares advanced dancers 
for a professional ballet career. Students concentrate on perfecting technique and developing artistry through 
intensive full-day instruction. This comprehensive program provides the experience necessary to transition 
from student to professional dancer, all while offering personal attention in an intimate, nurturing environment.

Senior at Seneca Valley designated as 2017 GE STAR Award Recipient
Seneca Valley Senior Sara Lozito has been designated as a recipient of a 2017 GE STAR Award. 

In addition to receiving a scholarship that will help defray first-year post high school education expenses, the program also 
granted a $500 award to Jim Lucot, senior high school social studies teacher, as he was nominated by Miss Lozito during the 
application process. 

Miss Lozito was named a GE STAR Award winner after going through a highly selective global competition independently  
managed by the Institute of International Education (IIE), an international non-profit educational exchange organization. Miss 
Lozito’s academic excellence, extracurricular success and community activities were taken into consideration, in addition to having a family  
member who works for or is retired from GE. 

To date, the GE Foundation has given more than $33 million to deserving students from around the world.

SV Stand Outs

http://www.pfew.org
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SV senior is National Merit, P.E.O. STAR Scholarship winner 
The National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC) announced Seneca Valley’s very own Urvi Gupta as a National Merit 
$2,500 Scholarship winner. In addition, the P.E.O. STAR Scholarship Board of Trustees awarded Miss Gupta with a P.E.O. 
STAR Scholarship for another $2,500 for the 2017-2018 academic year.

National Merit Scholarship
Miss Gupta, a senior, was one of 2,500 Merit Scholar designees who was chosen from a talent pool of more than 15,000 
outstanding Finalists in the 2017 National Merit Scholarship Program.

National Merit $2,500 Scholarship winners are the Finalists in each state judged to have the strongest combination of 
accomplishments, skills, and potential for success in rigorous college studies. The number of winners named in each state is proportional to the 
state’s percentage of the nation’s graduating high school seniors

This year’s competition for National Merit Scholarships began in October 2015 when over 1.6 million juniors in some 22,000 high schools took the 
Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT®), which served as an initial screen of program entrants. Last fall, the 
highest-scoring participants in each state, representing less than one percent of the nation’s high school seniors, were named Semifinalists on a 
state-representational basis. Only these 16,000 Semifinalists had an opportunity to continue in the competition.

From the Semifinalist group, 15,000 students met the very high academic standards and other requirements to advance to the Finalist level of the 
competition. By the conclusion of the 2017 program, about 7,500 Finalists will have earned the “Merit Scholar” title and received a total of about $32 
million in college scholarships.

P.E.O. STAR Scholarship
The P.E.O. STAR Scholarship was established in 2009 to provide scholarships for exceptional high school senior women to attend an accredited 
postsecondary educational institution in the United States or Canada in the next academic year.

With the funds available, the Board of Trustees was able to award 520 scholarships this year.

“You are to be commended for your academic achievements leadership and service to both your school and community,” said Eleanor Huey, P.E.O. 
STAR Scholarship Board of Trustees Chairman.

Senior selected for Civilian Marksmanship Program Scholarship
Seneca Valley senior Joshua Reeb was recently selected to receive a Civilian Marksmanship Program (CMP) scholarship. 

The CMP Scholarship Program annually provides 150 $1,000 college scholarships to outstanding high school seniors who 
participate in marksmanship competitions. 

This one-year scholarship award is for those who are enrolling in a post-secondary education; at a four year college, a two 
year college, or a vocational school. Mr. Reeb achieved excellence by being a member of the Seneca Valley JROTC Raider 
Battalion Marksmanship Team, participating in competitions and also excelling academically. 

“The CMP congratulates Mr. Reeb for being selected to receive a 2016-17 CMP Scholarship,” said Dana Bacak Lynd, CMP 
assistant programs chief. The mission of the CMP is to promote firearm safety and marksmanship training with an emphasis on youth. 

Emmy win!
Alex Collinger, a senior at Seneca Valley Senior High School, recently won two regional Emmys for his work 
as a student producer and camera operator.

He was awarded for two films “The Reel Teens: Arts and Entertainment” under the Arts and  
Entertainments/Cultural Affairs category and “The Reel Teens: Remake Learning” under the Long  
Form- Non-Fiction category. 

Now in its 15th year, National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences (NATAS) Mid-Atlantic Chapter’s High School Student awards are intended 
to recognize outstanding cultural, educational, technological, entertainment, news and informational achievements by high school students.

The NATAS Mid-Atlantic Chapter recently presented Mr. Collinger with his award. Mr. Collinger is a member of the Reel Teens Pittsburgh, a part of 
Steeltown’s Youth and Media Program, which exposes students around southwestern Pennsylvania to the possibility of fulfilling careers in media 
and entertainment. 

SV Stand Outs
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Three Seneca Valley students had 
the unique opportunity to rehearse 
and perform alongside their 
Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra 
counterparts on the Heinz Hall 
stage.
 
SV students Jordan Bender  
(percussion), Madison Sinan 
(trumpet), and Miya Paserba 
(French horn), were selected for 
the event based on their  
applications with emphasis  
placed on their teacher’s  
recommendations, curricular and 
extracurricular activities,  
experience and maturity, and 
enthusiasm and involvement in 
music.
 
This extraordinary experience 
included coaching, rehearsals, 
workshops and dinner with  
Pittsburgh Symphony conductors 
and musicians. Their months of 
hard work, preparation and  
practice culminated in a final 
concert on May 16.

Performance of a lifetime

The Seneca Valley Marching 
Band recently returned from 
the 62nd annual Pegasus 
Parade as Grand Champions 
for the third time. 

SV won the Grand Prize in 
the Basil Caummisar Battle 
of the Bands competition 
despite the rainy weather. 
The wet conditions didn’t 
dampen spirits, as an  
estimated 100,000 fans 
braved the elements with 
ponchos and umbrellas to 
watch the Kentucky Derby Festival’s oldest and inaugural event, themed “Louisville on the Move.”

The “Roaring” Raider Band first appeared in the parade back in 2007 and again in 2013 both earning the 
championship title and was able to continue the tradition for a third time this year. 

This year’s parade featured over 100 units, including 13 floats, 11 equestrian units, six inflatables, 11 
marching bands, two push floats and 38 specialty units.

The Pegasus Parade – the Kentucky Derby Festival’s founding event – is one of nearly 70 events  
produced by the Kentucky Derby Festival in the spring.  

Instrumental teachers in the secondary campus, grades 7-12, include Robert Matchett, Varden  
Armstrong, Robert Babick and Sara Snyder.

SV Band named Grand Champions once again

The Seneca Valley Orchestra had an 
outstanding adjudication performance. 
The group participated in a local 
assessment program on May 9 and 
returned with scores of Superior and  
Excellent!

First-rate

Seneca Valley students in Dan 
McKosky’s video production classes 
brought home four awards from 
Robert Morris’s Digital Media Arts 
Consortium (DMAC) student video 
contest on April 21. 

 • Senior Alex Carter won Best in  
  Category in the Digital Cinema  
  group for his film “Waiting.” 
 • Senior Krist Munoz-Malave won  
  in the Video as Art category for  
  “Noisome.” 
 • Senior Colin Tierney won for his animated film “Scale” in the Special Effects category.
 • The SVTV production crew won in the Live Event category for a portion of our football senior night   
  broadcast.

Over 500 students from western Pennsylvania participated in the contest. This event provides  
students with the ability to interact with other students and see clips from productions from across 
the region. Additionally, the event gives students a chance to compare their skills and achievements 
to their peers, while also providing ideas for upcoming shows and projects.

Digital sensations

(L-R): Jordan Bender (percussion), Madison 
Sinan (trumpet) and Miya Paserba (French 
horn).

Congratulations to Evans City 
Middle School’s sixth grade band, 
chorus, and orchestra for earning 
“Superior” rankings at the High 
Note Festivals on May 19 at  
Carnegie Mellon University.

Superior sound



What’s Happening in  
Raider Athletics, May 2017

What’s Happening in  
Raider Athletics, May 2017

Spring Sports Recap
Worth the Wait!
As they say, “good things come to those who wait.”  For past and present members 
of the boys’ track and field program, the wait came to an end on May 8, on the infield 
of Baldwin High School Stadium when it was officially announced our Seneca Valley 
Raiders had captured its first-ever WPIAL Team title, defeating four-time defending 
champion North Allegheny 85-76.  On the backs of outstanding field performances, 
Seneca Valley jumped out to a commanding lead early in the meet and held the  
advantage through the final events of the evening.  

Adding to the List of Champions
When a coach can combine the mix of veteran leader-
ship with youthful exuberance those ingredients usually 
mean good things will follow.  Under the senior guidance 
of Riley Morrone, Elayna Nagy, and Maddie Schultz and 
the strength of a talented group of underclassmen, Head Coach George Trew and his Raider softball team collected 
the WPIAL Section 3 title with a mark of 9-1 in section play, losing only to North Allegheny in the regular season.  And, 
while the post-season play was unkind to the Raiders, no one can diminish the accomplishments of the season.  

Raider Student-Athletes Collecting Honors
On May 25, the Big 56 Athletic Conference recognized its All-Conference performers in 
the sports of baseball and softball.  The Raiders were well represented on the honor roll 
for outstanding athletic performances this spring.  

Baseball – Big 56 All-Conference
 2nd Team: Brett Steinle (outfield), Mark Trotta (infield)
 Honorable Mention: DJ Alway (pitcher), Cory Greiner (pitcher), Tyler Smith (infield), Cameron Vozel (catcher)

Softball – Big 56 All-Conference
 1st Team: Olivia Madey (DH), Mandy Magill (infield), Elayna Nagy (outfield), Claire Zimmerman (pitcher)
 2nd Team:  Morgan Aloi (infield), Julia Ehrman (outfield), Karli Hacker (catcher), Maddie Schultz (infield)

TRI-STATE ORTHOPAEDICS – Athletes of the Month, April 2017
Seneca Valley Athletics is pleased to partner with Tri-State Orthopaedics to sponsor a male and 
female Raider Athlete of the Month.  This year marks the first of a three-year partnership with Tri-State  
Orthopaedics and the Athletics Department is pleased to announce the Athletes of the Month for 
March were senior Karina Latsko (lacrosse) and junior Kyle Martini (volleyball.)

In the month of April Karina Latsko broke the all-time scoring record for Seneca Valley girls’ lacrosse 
and graduates with the all-time mark of 190 goals.  She led her team in all major statistical categories 
with 95 goals, 34 assists, 71 ground balls and nine interceptions.  She has been the catalyst in helping 
lead the Raiders to a regular season12-4 overall mark and a second place finish in their section.  The 
Raiders advanced to the WPIAL semifinals losing to top seed Fox Chapel 14-12 in an unbelievable 
lacrosse game. Miss Latsko will continue her lacrosse career as a student-athlete at Division I, Big East 
institution Butler University.
 
Kyle Martini has been instrumental in leading the boys’ varsity volleyball program to a 9-2 mark in the 
month of April, including winning the Seneca Valley Invitational Tournament.  Shouldering the scoring 
load with the loss of senior Matt Gagnon to injury, Kyle led the team offensively with 141 kills, 45 errors 
on 281 attempts and a hitting percentage of .341 and defensively he led the team with 27 blocks.  The Raiders finished in second place and advanced to the 
WPIAL semifinals, losing to North Allegheny 3-1.  At the time of this writing, Seneca Valley due to play a third-place game against Bethel Park with the  
winner advancing to the PIAA state tournament. 
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Raider boys’ and girls’ lacrosse players and boys’ volleyball players were recently honored for their outstanding  
performances that contributed to each program making a run in the recent WPIAL playoffs.  In recognition of some 
incredible individual performances, here are your All-Section and All-WPIAL honorees:

Girls Lacrosse
 All-WPIAL, AAA: Karina Latsko
 All-Section: Madison Edkins, Karina Latsko, Lauren Podolec, Olivia Rupert

Boys Lacrosse
 All-Section: Adam Galovich, Daniel Rupert

Boys Volleyball
 All-Section, 1st Team:  Matt Gagnon, Marshall Price
 All-Section, 2nd Team:  Jack Gardiner, Evan Maurer, Kyle Martini

Athletics continued

WE ARE ALREADY THINKING OF NEXT YEAR – Physical, drug & concussion test dates
REMINDERS for 2017-18: 
 
• ALL paperwork must be received in the athletic office no later than Thursday, August 3 by 3 p.m.  Coaches will not accept paperwork at the first   
 day of tryouts.

• There are three dates for receiving a physical on campus – see schedule below.

• The PIAA mandates the CIPPE form as the only permissible form for doctor’s signature.

• All required paperwork for athletic participation in 2017-18 will be available on the SV Portal starting June 1.

• All student-athletes must be registered in the SV Portal under “Sports Registration” before competing.  Registration begins June 1.

• Complete information available on the District’s Athletics website under “Participation and TRYOUT information” starting June 1.

• Concussion ImPACT testing only needs to be done every other year.

Physicals, Drug Testing and ImPACT Baseline Concussion Testing Dates – Senior High School
The athletic department has announced its summer physical, drug testing and ImPACT concussion testing dates for 2017-18.

• July 26, 2017 from 3 – 7 p.m. – Physicals, drug testing & ImPACT baseline concussion testing offered this session

• July 27, 2017 from 8 a.m. - Noon - Physicals, drug testing & ImPACT baseline concussion testing offered this session 

• July 27, 2017 from 1- 3 p.m.  - Drug testing & ImPACT baseline concussion testing offered – NO physicals this session

• Aug. 2, 2017 from 3 -7 p.m. – Drug testing & ImPACT baseline concussion testing offered – NO physicals this session 

• Aug. 3, 2017 from 8 a.m. - Noon – Physicals, drug testing & ImPACT baseline concussion testing offered this session
 
• Aug. 3, 2017 from 1- 3 p.m. – Drug testing & ImPACT baseline concussion testing offered – NO physicals this session
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“My junior year of high school, I took Leadership and Career Development with Ms. Mann in the IHS. I didn’t know that I had just entered the room 
where the woman who taught the class would end up being so influential in my life. She taught me how to create a resumé that would catch the 
attention of an employer, she taught me how to craft a cover letter that would stand out among the others, and the most important skill I learned 
from that class was how to interview. The biggest game changer that I came across was what I wanted to do with my future. I thought I’d just go 

to college and get a degree in Astrophysics. Little did I know, that wouldn’t be the only thing I did. I am now a Private 
First Class in the United States Marine Corps and believe it or not, owe it ALL to her. She has been such a positive  
influence on my life and a role model. She is an outstanding woman and easily the best teacher I’ve ever come 
across.” 

- Seneca Valley 2016 graduate Jason Happ shared the above with us about Ms. Carrie Mann, Seneca Valley  
Intermediate High School Consumer Foods 1 and Leadership and Career Development Teacher. We decided to share 
this with you in celebration of Teacher Appreciation month. 

Ms. Mann in turn, told us:

“Jason was a pleasure to have in class. He was a student that always walked with his 
head up high and politely greeted me on a daily basis. His positive attitude on life and his 
respect for others was contagious. It was clear to me from the beginning that Jason was  
a driven student; he was determined to find his niche.”

To see more, visit www.svsd.net/StaffofSV

Congratulations to Dr. Mallory Eyles, school psychologist and Evans City Elementary Acting Assistant Principal,   
for having her work recently featured in the “Leading & Learning” publication of the School Administration and 
Supervision Program at Duquesne University. Dr. Eyles shared details of an Olweus activity that focused on Abilities 
Awareness. More specifically, she shared a simulation that allowed students to experience sensory issues so they 
could better accept and value one another’s strengths and differences.”

Sweet surprise

In honor of Teacher Appreciation Month, a SV parent commented (see below) on Gigi’s Cupcakes 
Facebook page about a teacher that they appreciate. 

“Mrs. Kaiser is the true meaning of what a teacher is supposed to be. She not only loved my  
daughter as she does all her students every year; but she never gave up on her. She was her  
cheering squad and because of her caring; as well as her excellent teaching, my daughter had a 
successful year.”

Based on that comment, Rowan Elementary Teacher Karen Kaiser was recognized by Gigi’s during 
Teacher Appreciation Month.  Ms. Kaiser was surprised with an apple cupcake on Friday, May 5. 
Congratulations, Ms. Kaiser and thanks to all of our teachers for your hard work and dedication.

Leading and learning

May is
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Q: Where do you work, what do you do, and do you enjoy your profession?
A: I work at Roc Nation, Jay Z’s sports & entertainment agency. I focus on marketing campaigns and  
business development. I enjoy my job because I have always loved sports and music. 
 
Q: What is a typical “day in the life” like at work? 
A: Communication with companies to partner with the clients and properties we represent at the agency. 
The ultimate goal is to help our artists and athletes build their personal brands off the field, court, or stage.
 
Q: Please share with us some information about your family. 
A: My dad and mom, Ron and Loreen Witt, are my greatest inspirations. Our family has lived in Cranberry 
since before I started kindergarten at Rowan Elementary. I have a younger sister who is a senior at Seneca 
Valley, Shawna, and an older brother, Brent. I am also now an uncle to a niece and nephew, Harper and 
Graham Witt. Like many true Yinzers, we are a sports-loving family.
 
Q: How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are today, both personally and professionally? 
A: Seneca Valley helped me through my experience playing football and going to class with so many  
interesting people. It’s where I made many long-lasting friendships and learned what I was and wasn’t passionate toward pursuing after 
high school. 
 
Q: What do you think makes Seneca Valley such a special place to learn and grow?
A: There is something about going to the Seneca Valley campus each day that was so enjoyable. The people are really what make it 
special though; we’re lucky to live in such a thriving and exciting part of our state. The feelings, sights and sounds of Nextier Stadium on 
a Friday night in the fall is irreplaceable compared to anywhere else my journey has taken me. 
 
Q: Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff member? 
A: Coach Holl, Coach Wendereusz, Coach Lucot, Coach Palumbo, Coach O’Shea, Coach Henry and Ms. Hazen, along with many other 
coaches and teachers all inspired me during my time there and still do.
 
Q: What is one of your favorite memories from your time at Seneca Valley? 
A: One of the most influential memories I have was during the spring my senior year, when I was called down to the athletic department 
office. The secretary buzzed into our classroom and my heart started racing when she asked for me. I was frantically trying to figure out 
what I had done to get in trouble as I walked down the hallway. I was relieved to see my future college football coach had driven down 
just to tell me I had been offered a spot in school and on the team. It was an exciting culmination of all the time I spent at Seneca Valley. 
 
Q:  If you had one message for teachers or staff, what would it be? 
A: Thank you and continue to keep it fun!
 
Q: Is there anything else you’d like to share about your time at Seneca Valley or your time since Seneca Valley?
A: Proud of the past and committed to the future is the perfect way to describe for what I took from my experience. I love Seneca Valley and that hope one day 
I can come back and make a positive impact in some way. I am excited to see the next wave of Raiders graduate and follow their dreams.

Seneca Valley 2012 graduate Troy Witt works at Roc Nation, Jay Z’s sports & entertainment agency. 
We asked him to catch us up on what he is doing and how Seneca Valley influenced his life and 
career.   
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Alumni: we want to hear from you!
We invite Seneca Valley graduates to share their stories with us. To be featured in our 
Raider Pride e-newsletter, send your graduation year, a summary of your professional  

life and a brief review of how Seneca Valley helped pave the way to:  
Linda Andreassi, Communications Director.

mailto:andreassill%40svsd.net?subject=Raider%20Pride%20Alumni
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Families today are busy. Often everyone is running in 
different directions, and texting each other under the 
same roof is becoming the new normal. This  
disconnect in personal touch is troublesome.  

To keep the sanity, and face-to-face conversations 
alive, Physician and SCREENAGERS filmmaker  
Delaney Ruston suggests the following four rules:

1. Device-free dinners.

2. No phones during homework or study time. 

3. Phone-free bedrooms at sleeping time. 

4. Leave your phone at home during family outings. 

Visit Tech Talk Tuesdays and learn more, including 
“What app developers learn from casinos.”  
If you are interested in seeing Screenagers, you can 
find event listings here.

Growing up in the digital age

Are Teens Addicted to Technology?

What roles do social media and technology play in teens’ lives? Is it possible that teens are addicted to their phones? PBS NewsHour touches on 
both subjects, including:
 
“The drug-like effect of screen time on the teenage brain”  
 
“Are teens literally addicted to screens?” 
 

CORNERSmart

Since 2005, the number of people who use social media has 
risen from 5% to 69%. (Pew Research Center)

SnapChat reaches 41% of all 18-34-year-olds in 
the U.S. and 150 million people use the platform 
every day. (SnapChat)

150 million people

5%

69%

 ‘SMART’ Stats

32% of teenagers say  
Instagram is the most 
important social network 
and most of the site’s  
users are between  
18-29.  
(Pew Research Center)

32%

https://www.screenagersmovie.com/tech-talk-tuesdays?mc_cid=79b1798ecc&mc_eid=f4b3d95883&utm_source=Screenagers+Movie+Signup+Form&utm_campaign=dbb7f305c7-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_04_10&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c7ed3f4d8d-dbb7f305c7-159819769&mc_cid=dbb7f305c7&mc_eid=f4b3d95883
https://www.screenagersmovie.com/find-a-screening/?mc_cid=79b1798ecc&mc_eid=f4b3d95883&utm_source=Screenagers+Movie+Signup+Form&utm_campaign=dbb7f305c7-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_04_10&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c7ed3f4d8d-dbb7f305c7-159819769&mc_cid=dbb7f305c7&mc_eid=f4b3d95883
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/the-drug-like-effect-of-screen-time-on-the-teenage-brain/
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/lessons_plans/are-teens-addicted-to-technology/
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CLASSES, CLINICS & CAMPS
Community Park Tennis Courts 
Led by Eric Grove, Seneca Valley Tennis Coach

Learn to Play.Love the Game.

CRANBERRY4FUN.COM/TENNIS  724-779-4 FUN (4386)

TENNIS

The Rotary Youth Exchange program offers high 
school students from the U.S. and other countries 
the opportunity to live and study in another  
country during a school year. The program’s 
objective is to foster world peace, international  
understanding and good will by extending  
international communication at the personal  
level through the exchange of students of high school age.

Eligible students should be of good character and reputation; be between the ages of 15 to 18½ at time 
of departure; have above average academic ability; and have a pleasant personality. A preliminary 
application with a local interview is followed by final interviews in November. Country preferences will 
be taken into consideration and placements made in January 2018.

The student’s share of expenses include a $450 youth exchange program fee, airfare, insurance and 
other travel costs. The program is for one year and the hosting Rotary club will provide housing with 
host families, food, schooling and a monthly allowance. Check out www.exchangestudent.org for more 
information.

To receive a preliminary application or for more information on how to participate in Rotary Youth  
Exchange, contact Jeff Simmons, Rotary District 7280 Outbound Coordinator, (724) 473-0016,  
jsimmons@tribweb.com.

Rotary Youth Exchange program for 2018-19 school year

http://www.svsd.net
http://twitter.com/Seneca_Valley
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Seneca-Valley-School-District-Official-District-Site/133105866727178
http://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD
http://instagram.com/senecavalleysd
https://www.snapchat.com/add/senecavalleysd
https://www.snapchat.com/add/senecavalleysd
http://cranberry4fun.com/2177/Tennis
mailto:jsimmons%40tribweb.com?subject=Rotary%20Youth%20Exchange%20Program
https://apm.activecommunities.com/cranberrytownship/home
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Golf  ClassicGolf  Classic

Join Us! August 10, 2017August 10, 2017August 10, 2017

of

Photo credit: Bill Paterson

To learn more or register visit: www.svsd.net/GolfClassic.

Cranberry Highlands Golf  Course Cranberry Township, PA 




